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SUBJECT: JAPANESE TINPLATE EXPORTS TO U.S. 

DEMAND FOR U.S. TIN MILL PRODUCTS HAS INCREASED SHARPLY OVER 
RECENT MONTHS AS A RESULT OF INCREASD REQUIREMENTS FOR METAL 
CONTAINERS BY U.S. FOOD PROCESSORS, PARTICULARLY FOR THE PEAK 
PACKING SEASON EXTENDING FROM JULY THROUGH SEPTEMBER OF 1974, 
AND SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS IN THE IMPORT OF TINPLATE USED 
PRIMARILY IN METAL CONTAINER PRODUCTION. 

DOMESTIC TINPLATE PRODUCERS ARE BEING URGED BY THE GOVERNMENT 
TO MAKE ADDITIONAL TINPLATE SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FOR FOOD CAN 
PRODUCTION. 

TOTAL U.S. IMPORTS OF TINPLATE FOR THE FIRST FIVE MONTHS 
OF 1974 AMOUNTED TO 140,000 SHORT TONS, OR 34 PERCENT BELOW 
THE SAME PERIOD A YEAR AGO. OF THIS, THE JAPANESE SHARE 
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RESPECTIVE 1973 PERIOD. 

ACCORDING TO A CURRENT RUMOR. CONDITIONS ARE NOW MORE FAVORABLE 
FOR INCREASED SHIPMENTS OF TINPLATE TO THE U.S. FROM ABROAD 
BECAUSE OF SUCH FACTORS AS A SOFTENING OF TINPLATE MARKETS 
OVERSEAS, THE DESIRE TO OBTAIN MORE HARD CURRENCY, AND GREATER 
COMPARABILITY BETWEEN THE U.S. AND FOREIGN PRICE FOR TINPLATE, 
PARTICULARLY AFTER THE NEXT INCREASE IN U.S. TIN MILL PRICES 
ANNOUNCED FOR EARLY AUGUST. WHEN PRICES ARE SCHEDULED TO ADVANCE 
AN AVERAGE OF AT LEAST 5 PERCENT. 

EMBASSY'S ASSESSMENT OF PROSPECTS FOR INCREASED TINPLATE SHIP 
MENTS TO THE U.S. FROM IAPAN FOR THE REMAINDER OF 1974 WOULD 
BE MOST HAOPFUL IN DETERMINING POTENTIAL SUPPLY AVAILABILITY. 

IF EMBASSY HAS ANY INFORMATION ON THE VOLUME OR LEVELS OF 
JAPANESE TINPLATE EXPORTS TO THE U.S. DURING JUNE AND THUS 
FAR IN JULY 1974, THIS WOULD ALSO BE OF INTEREST. 

REPLY REQUESTED SOONEST. KISSINGER 
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